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The Assembly Mission Prayer Bulletin

From you Sounded out the word of the Lord … In every place your faith toward God is Spread abroad… I Thes. 1:8
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Be Still and Know….. 

Be Still and Consider…

Be still and Know…
The “occupational hazard” of the servant of God is being too Busy and facing the danger of being Burnt out. Stress-related sicknesses are no exception.

The last term (July to September), humanly speaking, has been of great concern for The ECHOS as it received news after news of faithful servants of God been laid low, and having to go slow because of some physical ailment.

The last issue of The ECHOS reported the homecall of our beloved Dr. GD James. He is now resting in the Lord, blessed forever in the bosom of the Father, and His Lord Whom he served so well.

N. Thiran is an elder of Bangsar Gospel Centre. At the end of July, just after he had finished conducting a marriage ceremony in church, and while seated, he felt numbness on one arm, had cold-sweat, and was quickly rushed to hospital by his son. He had a heart attack. A heart by-pass operation was performed on him. Thiran has always been very busy in the service of the Lord, and though retired from work, he is deeply involved in many Christian activities and preaching in many assemblies. A talk with his wife, Glory, when he was recuperating revealed her personal concern for her husband – “He just does not know how to say, ‘No!’”. Thiran is back to his normal duties but he has to slow down.

A few days later, we received news that Dr. Peter Wee, an elder and commended servant of the Lord from Bethesda Ang Mo Kio, Singapore had a ‘coronary artery by-pass graft’ (heart bypass) done on 8th August. His angiogram showed 100% blockage of one of 3 main arteries and 75% of another major artery. To prevent a massive heart attack he was advised to have the operation. Dr. Wee is a well-known Bible teacher, not only in Singapore, but also in Malaysia and abroad. He travels extensively to most parts of Malaysia to teach the Word every year. Praise the Lord, Dr. Wee is recovering well and is soon expected to assume his teaching responsibilities among the assemblies again, but he needs to go slow.

In mid-August, we received news of N. Sinnappan, the Lord’s servant at Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall, suffering from serious digestive problems due to intestinal malfunctioning for the last few months. The symptoms were too frequent bowel movements and urge to use the toilet, heartburn, abdominal discomfort, vomiting of food after less than 10 minutes of taking meal and belching. In spite of that, he still spoke at all appointed meetings. He is now under long-term medication and recovering. He has to make sure that he takes regular meals and is free from unnecessary stress. He needs to go slow.

At the end of September, The ECHOS received an urgent request for prayer from Andrew Cowell – Cindy and Chuck Harrison of Grace International, Indonesia were in hospital. Later it was discovered that Cindy had a mild stoke and one side of her face was numb. For eight months prior to this, Chuck himself has been chronically sick with what he suspects as Cronin’s disease which gives him chronic, and occasionally, acute pain even when standing up to teach the Word. Praise the Lord Cindy is recovering well, but Chuck is still waiting for the correct diagnosis of his ailment and the appropriate treatment. Continue to pray for them. Both are deeply involved in spearheading the project of the East Java Multi-purpose Building besides the multiple responsibilities of their Vision 2020 for Indonesia to plant 50 assemblies by that year. They too have to go slow now.

Underlying all the above concerns within a period of just three months is that all the Lord’s servants involved have been very, very busy people, and it is not surprising, if these ailments they suffer from are stress-related.

Be still and Know…

Is this God’s way of telling His servants to Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a while: for there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure so much as to eat. (Mk. 6:31); to “be still and know I am God” (Psa. 46:10) and to wait upon the LORD (to) renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint. (Isa. 40:31)

For us who are not in the front line, we need to Be Still and Consider if we are playing our roles and discharging our responsibilities towards those who have gone out to serve the Lord.

Be Still and Consider…

· Are we Praying for the Lord’s Servants? 

It is for this reason that The ECHOS is published and distributed to you, that you may know how to pray for them intelligently, fervently and regularly? Is it too much to ask this of each one of us – just sacrificing some of our precious time daily to intercede for these faithful servants of God? One sister who went first time into the region beyond (a sensitive area) struggled with herself to find out if she was doing the right thing for the first three months as she experienced loneliness, cross-cultural shock, fending for herself in most things, wrestling with fatigue, facing dangers that lurk at every corner, etc. Please do not just read the items in The ECHOS. Please make it your solemn responsibility to pray for the Lord’s servants and uphold them at the throne of grace (Heb. 4:16), that God’s grace may be made sufficient to them and His strength made perfect in their weakness and infirmities (II Cor. 12:9).

· Are we Providing for the Lord’s Servants?

Many of our assembly missionaries go out into the mission field without promise of guaranteed material support. They trust the Jehovah-jireh to provide through His people. They will not make their needs known (but that does not mean they have none); they will not appeal because they trust in their Master Who cares for the sparrows in the air (Lk. 12:6, 7), the lilies in the field (Lk. 12:27, 28). And God does provide through His people. He Who owns the cattle on a thousand hills and the wealth in every mine (Psa. 50:10), He can provide. But He gives the privilege and honour to share to His people that they may be co-workers with Him and others in his vineyard (I Cor. 3:9). 

But sometimes, His people are so occupied with their wants, they forget the needs of the Lord’s servants. 

Can we Sacrifice our Spares? – that is just being human; it should be Can we Sacrifice that which we cannot Spare? – that is being Divine. (Rom. 8:32). You do not know How, Where or Whom to send to? Your Oversight in your assembly can help – they have first of place. The MMS is one channel, and The ECHOS is another.

· Are we Partnering the Lord’s Servants?

Today we live in a world of fast communication. An electronic mail message will reach its destination in an instant. The phone card used to communicate abroad is as cheap as the local phone line fare, if not cheaper. Can we make one less call on our mobile phone just to wish the Lord’s Servant a Blessed Birthday/Wedding Anniversary/ etc. or just to find out how the person is? Is it possible to show our personal concern and send a free (!) “Get-well” electronic card to someone who is sick that we read of in The ECHOS and a thousand other ways that we can be involved in just to bring a beam of sunshine into the life of a lonely missionary somewhere out there.

For those who are IT illiterate, the old-fashioned method of writing and sending cards is still a good way of communicating your feelings to those in need. Extend your personal friendship to them; assure them of your fellowship with them; let them know that you are with them and that they are not alone. Just a word, a card, a phone call can do wonders to a dreary heart, a tired body and a lacklustre spirit – it breaks the monotony of living, the routine of duties, and brings life to boredom.

Be Still and Consider
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